
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading/English Language Arts  

Summer Adventure Calendar 

for Rising Third Graders 

 



Summer Adventure Calendar 

Rising Third Graders  
 

 

You’ve learned so much in school this year!  It is important that you keep your brain active over the summer to be ready for next 

year.  In this packet, you will find a calendar of activities to last you all summer long.  We have also incorporated a Summer 

Project.  Once you have completed an activity, have a family member initial in the box on the calendar.  Create a journal that you 

can use to note your thoughts, ideas, and any work you complete.  Be sure to enter the date in your journal for each assignment 

you do. 
 

Directions: 

➢ Families should preview the calendar together.  There are some activities that may require advanced planning, or you 

may want to consider working together with other families and friends on some activities. 

➢ Students should read for at least 30 minutes each day.   

❖ Students will need a Reader’s and Writer’s Journal to complete the summer work.  Your journal will be your 

personal space completing the daily calendar work and writing.  They can purchase one, or they can make a journal 

by stapling several pieces of paper together or by using a notebook/binder with paper.  Students should be 

creative and decorate the journal. Specific journaling tasks are given some days, but students may also journal 

after each day’s reading, noting things that stood out, questions that they have, or general wonderings about the 

text. 

➢ Each journal entry should: 

❖ Have the date and assignment title.   

❖ Have a clear and complete answer that explains the student’s thinking and fully supports the response. 

❖ Be neat and organized. 

➢ Use the chart on the last page of this packet to record all of the books read during summer vacation.   

  



SES 
Summer Adventure Calendar  

Rising Third Graders 
Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. You will need 2 journals: one for Reading and one for Writing. Keep your journal handy as a place for 
completing these activities. 

JUNE 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
Last Day of School! 

 

 

 
Visit your local public 
library. Check out at least 
two recommended books 
(one fiction and one 
nonfiction) that are just 
right for you! 

W
ee

k 
1 

 
Read the first 
chapter or the 
first few pages 
of your new 
book. Read it 
slow at first, and 
then read it 
again this time a 
little faster. 

 
Write a tongue twister and 
ask your family to write 
their own. When you have 
finished, exchange them 
and see which one is the 
most difficult to say. 
 

 
Start a Reader’s & Writer’s 
Journal with your family and 
friends.  For each text you 
read, use your journal as a 
place to record your 
wonderings, questions, and 
new words.   

  
Celebrate Summer! 
In your journal, write three 
synonyms for the word 
“celebrate.” See if you can 
use the synonyms in your 
conversations today! 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, e, i, c,  c, f, k, r, r, r, s 
Create at least 15 words. 
Sort them into two 
categories: soft c words (ice) 
and hard c words (car). Use 
all letters to find the magic 
word.   
. 

  
Visit 
http://www.kwarp.com/portfolio/
grammarninja.html  and 
practice identifying parts of 
speech at the dojo. 
 

 
Find a copy of the poem 
“My Doggy Ate My 
Homework” by Ken 
Nesbitt, or another funny 
poem and bring it home. 

W
ee

k 
2 

 
Practice reading 
the poem you 
got from the 
library. Read it 
with your mom, 
dad, or older 
brother or sister 
5 times. Then, 
read it to them 
by yourself. 

 
Explain to a friend or family 
member what the poem 
was about. Discuss how 
the author’s use of words 
helped you to understand 
the poem. 

 
Write a letter to your favorite 
author Include why you like 
his/her books. What is your 
favorite book that they wrote?  
Who is your favorite 
character? Why do you like 
him/her? Share any ideas 
you may have for their next 
book. 

 
Celebrate the first day of 
summer by brainstorming as 
many words as you can that 
are associated with summer!   

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters? 
e, i, o, c, d, r, s, v, y 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write the words you create in 
your journal. Sort related 
words such as dry and dries. 
Use related words in a 
sentence that shows their 
relationship. Use all the 
letters to find the magic word. 

 
Visit 
http://www.roomrecess.com

/pages/ReadingGames.html  
and select 3 games to play of 
your choice. 

 
Check out ” Root Beer and 
Banana” by Sarah Sullivan, 
or another book about 
friendship from the library. 
 

http://www.kwarp.com/portfolio/grammarninja.html
http://www.kwarp.com/portfolio/grammarninja.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/ReadingGames.html
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/ReadingGames.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=school's%20out%20clip%20art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=615D-BJ5VmztsM&tbnid=7ZEVn5SUxQOomM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ennistkd.com/NewsArchive.htm&ei=aUBEU8_VF4vUsATT8YGYCA&bvm=bv.64367178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGcNW2H_eupBxgvaBFDoJYhUNq15Q&ust=1397068192983129


SES 
Summer Adventure Calendar  

Rising Third Graders 
Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. You will need 2 journals: one for Reading and one for Writing. Keep your journal handy as a place for 
completing these activities. 

JUNE (continued) 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

W
ee

k 
3 

 
Record 
yourself 
reading the 
book you got 
from the library. 

 
Relationships with others 
are important. Think about 
the relationship you have 
with a sibling, cousin, or 
friend.  Write about how 
your relationship with that 
person is like the 
relationship between the 
characters in the book you 
are reading 

 
Create your own comic strip. 

 
Today is Paul Bunyan Day! 
He is a lumberjack in 
American Folklore. Write at 
least 10 words associated 
with the job of a lumberjack. 

 

 
Today is Camera Day!  
 
How many words related to 
photography can you make 
from these letters? 
 
m f a r e 
t c i e r s p u 
l s m e l s 
h e c e e s 
l f s a h 
 

 
Time to brush up on your typing 
skills!  Visit the Typing Factory 
at 
http://www.learninggamesforkid
s.com/keyboarding_games/typi
ng-factory.html  to practice! 

.   

 

http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html


SES 
Summer Adventure Calendar  

Rising Third Graders 
Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. You will need 2 journals: one for Reading and one for Writing. Keep your journal handy as a place for 
completing these activities. 

JULY 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

 

  
Check out a book from the 
Annie and Simon series by 
Catharine O’Neil.  Start 
reading! 

W
ee

k 
4 

 
Read to someone 
your favorite part 
of a book. When 

you get to the 
speaking part of 

different 
characters, 

change your voice 
to match their 

mood. 

 
What is the major problem in 
the story you are reading? 
Write about the problem in 

your journal.  Share it with a 
family member. Write about 
different ways the character 

may be able to solve the 
problem. 

 
Brainstorm six words that are 

associated with the 4th of 
July. Sort them into two lists: 
1 for long vowel words and 1 

short vowel words. 

 
What are five new words you 

learned while reading? 
Write at least three of the 
words, their meanings in 

your own words, and drawn 
an illustration to help 

someone else learn these 
words. 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters? 

a, e, e, i, o, c, n, r, r, t 
Create at least 15 words. 
Use all letters to find the 

magic word.  Sort them into 
categories by long vowel 
sounds a-e, i-e, and o-e. 

 
Think about the stories you 
have read. Make a list of 

your favorite characters in 
you your journal.   Visit 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/
activities/scrapbook/ to 
complete a character 

scrapbook. Share it with your 
friends and family. 

 
Check out Weather by Lee 

Hopkins or another 
nonfiction book from the 

summer reading list.  Start 
reading. 

 

 

W
ee

k 
5 

 
Get the mini page 
or a KidsPost from 
the newspaper 
and read with 
expression to a 
family member. Be 
sure you sound 

like a reporter. 
 

 
Cut out your favorite article 
from a newspaper, 
magazine, or online journal.  
Paste it in your journal.  Add 
text features to the article to 
help the reader gain a 
deeper understanding.   

 
What is the weather like 
today?  Write a description of 
the weather using vivid verbs 
in your journal.  Make sure 
the reader can visualize a 
clear picture of the weather 
based on your writing. 

 

 
Go on a prefix and suffix 
search in a magazine or a 
newspaper.  See if you can 
find words with pre-, re-, un- 
or words with –ful, -less, -ly.  
Cut these words out and 
paste them in your journal. 
See how many forms of the 
words you can create. For 
example: unhappy, happy, 
happily  

  
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
e, i, f, h, j, l, l,  s, y 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal.  
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort them into 
three categories: y as in 
yellow, y as in silly, y as in 
cry. 

  
Time to brush up on your 
typing skills.  Visit the Typing 
Factory at 
http://www.learninggamesfor
kids.com/keyboarding_game
s/typing-factory.html to 
practice! 

 
Check out Pretend Soup and 
Other Real Recipes by Mollie 
Katzen and Ann Henderson 
or another recipe book.  
Read one with a friend! 

 

W
ee

k 
6 

 
Read a recipe 
from your book or 
from the 
packaging of food.  
How is reading a 
recipe different 
from reading a 
story.  Write about 
the differences in 
your journal. 

 
Read a recipe. Retell the 
steps in your own words.  
Write it in your journal. 
 

 

 
What is your favorite 
dessert? Can you remember 
the first time you ate it? Write 
a description of it in your 
journal. 

 

 
It is so boring to describe 
food as good.  In your 
journal, brainstorm a list of 
sensory words that can be 
used to describe food.  Circle 
your favorite word.  Be sure 
to make that word a part of 
your vocabulary. 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, u, b, g, h, m, r, r, s 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal.  
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort them into 
two to three categories of 
your choice. 

 
Visit 
http://www.readwritethink.org
/classroom-
resources/student-
interactives/ to find activities 
you can use. 
 

 
Check out Meet Danitra 
Brown or Danitra Brown 
Class Clown by Nikki Grimes 
or any other poetry book 
from the recommended 
reading list.  Start reading! 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/scrapbook/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/scrapbook/
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=soup%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wMNfQynzgEU3NM&tbnid=sSL3bDZ7bkAfdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://news.rcchurchcranleighbramley.org.uk/?paged=3&ei=XY9FU5_LEMPlsAT1voHwCA&psig=AFQjCNG6mz6laFSObAuNfhzRStsX7bD-ow&ust=1397153879807052
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=journal%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hTUMXPcpZzAYcM&tbnid=TKGmuoAjCIVjvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-pencil-eraser-and-journal.html&ei=6JtFU5XXDMbH0AHU_YDQAw&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEVsrUvhibl_hQzLQkHJwZ6gWkbbg&ust=1397157224829619
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cloudy%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=N4T_gClIToCuzM&tbnid=6gcAfBiWA9vwNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sweetclipart.com/golden-sun-behind-cloud-367&ei=WsxGU53YO_HQsQSIh4HgCQ&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNHJp-WcIdPB_TN_qne6ZjZ4RGhezA&ust=1397235146073961
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=rainy%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=B_bprcppQOBl0M&tbnid=n_JWHYpnj3PN-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.qacps.k12.md.us/ces/clipart/Carson%20Dellosa%20Clipart/Carson%20Dellosa%20Seasons,%20Holidays,%20and%20Celebrations/Images/Color%20Images/Spring%20Clip%20Art/&ei=p8xGU7TgGa_NsQTw0oDgBA&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNHDEkDg2pcJiihWNNqcg5zj9I6SPQ&ust=1397235216600833
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sunny&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ZSdO3SfTtfS43M&tbnid=PIqXsSaaOg62rM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://meteorology.blog.wku.edu/2014/03/09/warm-and-sunny-to-start-the-week/&ei=CsxGU-aeIcaysASy_oHwBA&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEA1zPM5lGtp3HPCgcEUF66AW2tPw&ust=1397235048394299


SES 
Summer Adventure Calendar  

Rising Third Graders 
Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. You will need 2 journals: one for Reading and one for Writing. Keep your journal handy as a place for 
completing these activities. 

 
JULY (continued) 

  

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

W
ee

k 
7 

 
Read a poem to a 
family member or 
friend. First, read 
it in a soft voice. 
Then, read it in a 
loud voice. Last, 
read it in a 
normal voice with 
lots of 
expression. 
 

 
Write a poem that describes 
Danitra or another character 
you read about in a poem.  
Use elements of poetry such 
as rhyming words, rhythm, 
and beat.  

 
Write an Acrostic poem 
about a fun time you’ve had 
this summer.  Start each line 
with a letter on each line. 
S  
U 
M 
M 
E 
R 

 
Poems have specific 
characteristics.  Some of 
them include: 

• lines  

• stanza 

• rhyme 

• rhythm 

• imagery 
Define them and provide an 
example of each in your 
journal. 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, e, u, d, n, r, s, t, v 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal.  
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort them into 
two categories: “ee” words 
and “ea” words. 

 
Visit 
http://www.knowledgeadvent
ure.com/subject/reading-
games/  for great reading 
games. 

 
The Discovery Channel’s 
Shark Week is this month! 
Check out Surprising Sharks 
by Nicola Davies or any 
other books about sea 
creatures. 

 

W
ee

k 
8 

 
Listen to and 
read aloud with 
an audio book in 
the car today. Are 
you too fast? Are 
you too slow? Be 
sure to pace 
yourself. 

 

 
In your journal write new 
information you learned 

about sea creatures.  Share 
it with a friend.  Be sure to 

include your thoughts about 
the author and whether or 
not he/she did a good job 

organizing the information. 

     

http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sun%20clipart&source=images&cd=&docid=qz8maW7sjIVuPM&tbnid=Hm6dVcqGLE1k8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://jpulley.edublogs.org/2013/06/&ei=LYtFU7esIYqqsQTQ4oDQAg&psig=AFQjCNEcvbD3DW_rXi86Hjt2P6-n750lLQ&ust=1397152913633081


SES 
Summer Adventure Calendar  

Rising Third Graders 
Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. You will need 2 journals: one for Reading and one for Writing. Keep your journal handy as a place for 
completing these activities. 

Summer Project 
Write a How-To Book: Plan at least 2 weeks to complete your project.  This will count as an initial project grade upon your return. 

Sunday 
Today you will begin your summer 
project.  Before you begin writing 
your “How-To” Book.  Let’s study 
the work of Gail Gibbons or 
another author of a “How To” 
Book.  Visit 
http://www.gailgibbons.com/ to 
learn about Gail Gibbons and her 
work.  Read the books you 
checked out from the library 
yesterday.  Pay close attention to 
what she does as a writer and as 
an illustrator.  Complete this chart 
in your journal. 
 

What I 
learned 
about 

Gail as 
a writer 

What I 
learned 
about 

Gail as 
an 

illustrator 

What I 
learned 
about 

Gail as 
a 

person 

 
 

  

 

Monday 
Gail Gibbons writes 
about things she is 
passionate about.  
Brainstorm a list of things 
you are passionate 
about. 
 
Place a star next to the 
idea you like the most.  It 
has to be a topic you 
know a lot about.  This 
will be the topic for your 
“How-To” book. 

Tuesday 
Reflect on the thing you are 
passionate about.  In your 
journal, take notes about how 
it looks, sounds, and action 
taking place. 
 
My Topic:_____________ 
 

How 
it 

Looks 

How it 
Sounds 

Action 
Taking 
Place 

   

 
Also be sure to include 
terminology that is specific to 
your idea.  For example, if 
your “How To” book is about 
gardening, you want to 
include words like shovel, 
hoe, rake, soil, seeds, etc.  
Brainstorm a list of words. 
Include them in your journal. 

Wednesday 
Write your observation 
notes in order.  Try to 
explain how to do it step 
by step using transition 
words. 
 
Think about how you can 
group your notes into 
categories.  Did you 
include basic information, 
equipment, and supplies?  
Your different categories 
can become headings 
used on each page. 

Thursday 
Gail Gibbons says that after 
she has an idea she collects 
information about her topic.  
Interview family and friends, 
search newspaper, 
magazines, and the internet 
to find out more about your 
topic.   

You may also look at 
additional texts online at 
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/ or 
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

Write your new ideas in your 
journal.   
 

Friday 
Gail includes drawings, 
captions, and labels in her 
books so that they are easy 
to read.  Look at the 
information you’ve 
collected and sketch some 
pictures that support your 
writing. 
 
In your journal, complete 
the following sentences: 
 

• One part of my topic I 
can illustrate is 
____________. 

• I will want to include 
the following caption 
and labels in my 
illustration: ________. 

• Make a sketch of your 
picture. 

Saturday 
Write a draft. 
1. Reread your journal 
2. Circle the information 

you want to include. 
3. Write and circle new 

ideas. 
4. Write a draft.  

Organize the text in 
order from start to 
finish. 

 

 

Sunday 
Revise the beginning of your 
“How-to” book.  Gail likes to grab 
the reader’s attention and make 
them curious.  Write an 
introduction that grabs the 
reader’s attention. 
 
Think about what you can do to 
grab the reader’s attention.  Do 
you want to: 

• ask a question 

• make an observation 

• give a description 

Monday 
Think about your writing 
voice.  Do you want to 
sound full of authority or 
use words that show 
emotion and feeling?  
Revise your draft by 
adding words and 
phrases that bring out 
your voice. 

Tuesday 
Gail Gibbons uses a variety of 
punctuation marks.  Today 
you’ll edit your work to make 
sure you’ve used periods, 
exclamation points, and 
question marks correctly. 
The period (.) ends a 
sentence and completes a 
thought. 
The exclamation point (!) 
shows a strong feeling or 
expresses amazement or a 
command. 
Use a question mark (?) when 
you want to ask readers a 
question or if you are posing a 
question you want to know. 

Wednesday 
Gail Gibbons rereads her 
work with someone else 
to make sure she has said 
what she wanted to say.  
Have a family member or 
friend read your draft and 
mark areas that need to 
be fixed.  Go back 
through your draft and 
check each one. 

Thursday 
Gail Gibbons includes a 
dedication in each book that 
honors someone special to 
her.  That could be your 
mom, dad, sibling, or friend.  
Read Gail’s dedication and 
then create one of your 
own.  
 

Have a great year! 
 

Friday 
Gail Gibbons also includes 
acknowledgements in her 
books to thank people that 
have helped her.  Read 
Gail’s acknowledgement 
and then write one of your 
own. 

Saturday 
Publish your “How-To” 
book by writing and 
illustrating a final copy.   
Plan a premiere night!  
Invite family members and 
friends over to share your 
final book.   
 

 

http://www.gailgibbons.com/
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/office_school_paper_pencil.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-l7IF18oOkfI/UoE-1a4Uo7I/AAAAAAAAAoU/gErFmPZPuHg/s1600/presentation-clipart1.png
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=kid%20interview%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=mlkzbAk3V8P2wM&tbnid=eVmlAwEv0skOvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://pictureorphoto.blogspot.com/2012/12/interviewing-clipart.html&ei=K9JGU_BrsdCxBIKZgOAC&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEV5XNv5R7jSUIrPMAvw3pLypSXjg&ust=1397236637543224
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=computer%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hsGwlSd92QnJIM&tbnid=YinujB47ac76UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.picgifs.com/clip-art/computers/&ei=idJGU4CnK-a-sQS3iIII&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGGwvSeEENz_Eeehdv7DRnLXXf1kw&ust=1397236724760267
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=newspaper%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3FDtcvhvg3pLNM&tbnid=r8kaedmbd38aVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.abcteach.com/directory/theme-units-newspaper-8845-2-1&ei=4NJGU8dqi9SwBLS5gdgE&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGgCxMXGTxVUfhrAIuGA7P1PcRBxw&ust=1397236820377779


 

Name:  _______________________________________  School:  _________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Title 

 

Author 

 

Genre 

Number of 

Pages 

Recommendation to 

Other Readers 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

Summer Adventure ~ Books I’ve Read 
 

Chart your summer adventures here!  List the books you have read on this page.  Depending on how fast you read and how 

much you read each day, you may have completed more books than suggested on the calendar. 
 

Glue or tape this document to the first page of your Reader’s and Writer’s Journal. 


